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Abstract

Initially, | was inspired by the idea of whether switching from a school that
serves males to a co—ed school would change the gendered system of education.
But | soon discovered that the issue was much deeper than a mere apparent
transformation and therefore did not produce any grounds for gender equality.
Then, | dived deeper and my research question became: How does the
institutional structure produce and reproduce the traditional gender identity despite
the transformation of male oriented school system into a co—ed school? In this
research, | investigated the process of building knowledge at the level of the
institutional structure that contributed to the reproduction and strengthening of
stereotypes regarding gender—based discrimination, rooted in society. The
research investigated the nature of gender-related messages through interaction
and the relationship between teachers and students, and analyzed the spaces of
teaching and learning within the classroom, which included moments of
interaction and dialogue between students and teachers, and dialogue between
students themselves, and studied the spaces that also exist in art, sports, and
music in classrooms that occured outside of classes, during break times, and
specifically the critical awareness and reflections of teachers. | had a better idea
of how the institutional structure produces and reproduces traditional gender
identity despite the transformation of the male school system into a co—ed school.
Since colonialism always works to preserve the existing hierarchical system,
among which is discrimination on the basis of gender, there was a deeper
structural layers that worked repeatedly to preserve and keep things as they are.

Three methodologies were used, the most important of which was the third
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method as the interaction between professors was very high in the deep dialogue
that occurred in the focus group. My observations contributed to describing the
scene and place and providing a context for the school, and the in—depth
interviews contributed to presenting a mental map of the axis of society and its
culture, which is the main axis, from which three sub—axes branched:
socialization (from which the axis of the role and authority of the teacher
branched), school culture, and religion. However, using cognitive behavioral
methodology, | analyzed the interaction during the focus group, searched for
deeper layers of resistance to the institution’s structure and the emergence of the
dismantling of the internalization processes that the teaching staff went through in
different ways, as they used examples and critical reflexive representations to the
extent that they expressed their desire to continue the conversation, or “venting
out,” as in their own words. Sometimes, it appeared in the form of a
confessions, like “I am an old fashioned man” or for one of the teachers to
challenge the idea of housework as a woman’s chore. The most important finding
of the research is that the process of transitioning to a mixed school must be
accompanied by a constructive critical awareness and continuous and permanent
reflexive thinking (as Freire professed) among the teaching staff (and hopefully,
all components of the school) that supports the gradual transition to a co-ed

system based on gender equality.
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